Article for Eye Magazine 
Ficino: Giving Your Children the Best Start

“By the end of the Primary stage of education, a child needs to be self-disciplined, have enthusiasm for learning and respect his or her teacher.  This ensures the Secondary phase of education will be fruitful,” says Peter Crompton, Principal Ficino School.
Ficino School in Mt Eden provides a unique values-centred, academically oriented education in a supportive and loving family environment. A member of the Independent Schools of New Zealand, Ficino was established in 1997, by students from the School of Philosophy. It provides a non-denominational, private school education for boys and girls. Ficino has a roll of around 120 pupils from new entrants to Year 8. 
Children at Ficino School receive a high-quality education that encourages and nurtures their latent potential in a broad range of academic, artistic and physical areas. With a strong spiritual base as its foundation, Ficino gives children exposure to the highest quality material from many fields and traditions. From five years old, children are exposed to the works of Mozart, Shakespeare, Pythagoras, Socrates, Da Vinci and many other leading figures, current and historical through the teaching curriculum in Mathematics, English, Science, Music, Art and Literature.
Last year’s Education Review Office (ERO) Report highlighted that Ficino students achieve well. “Standardised achievement records show that students make very good progress as they move through the year levels.” They also commented on the school’s success in upholding traditional virtues and spiritual values, and in providing a comprehensive and principled education for children from years 1 to 8. 
The report also praised Ficino’s highly qualified and experienced teaching staff. “ERO picked up on the high value we place on creating positive partnerships between the board, families and the school, and the importance we place on attention and active participation in lessons. It was particularly pleasing to hear the reviewers comment verbally, that all lessons they observed were of a high and in some cases, outstanding standard,” said Mr Crompton.
Deborah James, President of the Independent Schools Association, after a recent visit to Ficino School, commented: “I saw that same pride, confidence and self belief in the youngest of five year olds through to the longest serving staff member”.

Affiliated to a world wide group of schools, Ficino gives parents the opportunity to make a real difference in their child’s learning. A Ficino education gives young learners the opportunity to unlock their unique potential, and engenders a self belief that they can make a real difference in the world.
You can contact Ficino School on 09 623 3385 or email office@ficino.school.nz.  The school holds regular tours and open days for interested families.
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